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only as a descendant of the Prophet, but as one who
had given deep and serious study to his subject.
Under the tutelage of his father he received a
thorough grounding in Muslim and Persian history,
but it was his mother, the Lady Ali Shah, who
realized that a mere knowledge of Oriental literature
would be insufficient to equip her son for the great
work to which he would eventually be called. At
her instigation he was placed in the hands of an
English tutor, and thus, hand in hand, as it were,
with his religious training, which proceeded daily
until he reached his majority, he was introduced to
a wider sphere of learning which widened his outlook.
'When, therefore, he declared that the traditional
forms of piety in the Muslim world were not in
accordance with the example set by the Prophet,
the young men, at least, gave him heed. With that
His Highness was content. Twenty-five years have
passed since then, and these young men are now
not so young, and the young men .that have followed
have naturally adopted the new philosophy.
One incidence of the economic advance of Muslims
has been a substantial increase in the funds which
pour into- the Shiah treasury, and a proportionate
increase in the responsibilities of the Aga Khan. It
is only occasionally that the veil is lifted on this aspect
of the Aga Khan's labours, and it is usually in times
of great calamity that these funds are dispersed.
The subscribers to the great co-operative society
of which His Highness is the principal, literally
number millions, and they are to be found not only
in India, but in Zanzibar, along the coast of Eastern